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SEX SLAVERY IN AMERICA 
Breaking the Bonds  
of Prostitution 
 
 
Background: 
 
• A great deal of attention has been given in recent years to the issue of human trafficking – and 

especially sexual slavery – around the world. 
• Many people do not realize, however, the extent to which this kind of traffic in human bodies is 

happening right here in North America. 
• Hundreds of thousands of people are caught up in the sex trade in the United States. 
• 80% of the people who are being used as sexual slaves were born on U.S. soil.  

  
Issues: 
 
• In what sense can the sex industry be thought of as a form of slavery? 
• What is motivating those who become prostitutes, pimps, or buyers of sexual services? 
• How can the bizarre bonds of prostitution be broken? 
• What does the Bible have to say about all this? 
 
Characters: 
 
• Brenda Meyers Powell – commercial sex trade worker for more than 20 years  
• Christa Hicks – survived 15 years of sexual exploitation 
• Julie Schmetz – former prostitute 
• Derrick Rockett – pimp who worked Chicago’s west side for 30 years 
• Michael Macchia – man who sought out prostituters 2-3 times per week 
• Becky Diamond – licensed clinical psychologist who counsels victims of sexual exploitation 
• Lisa Thompson -- liaison for the Abolition of Sexual Trafficking for the Salvation Army 
• Israel McKee – lieutenant with the Miami Dade Police Department’s prostitution unit 
 
Questions: 

1. What factors lead people to become prostitutes? 
 
 
2. Why do pimps do what they do? 
 
 
3. Why do people remain with their pimps? 
 
 
4. What factors account for the existence of so many sex buyers today? 
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5. Having watched this program, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the 
assertion that prostitution is not a choice but a form of victimization?  

 
 
6. How do we stop or at least slow down the scourge of prostitution? 
 
 
7. What are some Biblical Principles relevant to this discussion? 
 

a. Men and women are created in the image of God and are meant to be treated with love 
and honor. 

• So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27) 

• You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and 
honor. (Psalm 8:5) 

• Love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:39) 
• My command is this: Love one another as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 

 
b. Lust (the consumption of another person as a sexual object) is an enormously destructive 

sin that negates love and honor and needs to be dealt with strenuously.  

• You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. 
(Matthew 5:27-30) 

 
c. Christ offers compassion and forgiveness for those caught up in cycles of sin, but also the 

call to leave the cycle behind. 

• Neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin. (John 8:11) 
	  


